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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.

Agent Update

This past month I have been here there and everywhere going to field

days and trainings, but I also was able to get out in the county some

this month. I had the ability to go help teach a Ag and Nutrition

Summer Camp at the Boys and Girls Club with some other agents and

staff (as pictured above). I had the opportunity to meet with some of

the women at the Scholar House to plant some raised beds of their

own with some fall garden vegetables. 

The last few days of July and first couple of days into August were

spent in Alaska on the multi-county producer trip! I will share an

Alaska spotlight with you next month. 

My Pepper Variety Trial is still going strong even though the deer have

finally found them (as pictured above)! I will hopefully be able to start

harvesting them soon.
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Want your farm featured in the monthly
newsletter? Shoot me an email at

gracey.moffitt@uky.edu with your farm name, 2-3
pictures that represent your operation, address,

contact info, and a little about your farm. 



An Update on 2024 U.S. Beef Trade
 By: James Mitchell, University of Arkansas
Date: 7/10/2024

USDA ERS published the latest beef trade data last week, showing a decline in beef exports compared to a
year ago. Specifically, U.S. beef exports declined 2.9 percent in May compared to a year ago. Beef imports
were 10.4 percent higher in May 2024 compared to last year. Total beef exports for January through May
are 4.9 percent below 2023 levels, and Jan-May beef imports are 19.5 percent above last year.

 The top five destinations for U.S. beef account for 76 percent of total beef of May 2024 beef exports.
These countries include Japan, South Korea, China, Mexico, and Canada. Japan, the leading country for
U.S. beef, accounts for 21 percent of total exports in May 2024. Five countries account for 83 percent of
U.S. beef imports in May 2024. These countries include Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Mexico, and Brazil.
Imports from Canada in May are 22 percent of the May beef import total.

 USDA in the June WASDE forecasts 2024 beef exports at 2.818 billion pounds, or 7.2 percent lower than
2023 exports. The USDA forecast for 2025 beef exports is 2.500 billion pounds, or 11.3 percent lower than
the current 2024 forecast. Several factors contribute to lower beef exports in 2024 and 2025. These
factors include economic conditions in the U.S. and other countries, exchange rates, and the relative
value of U.S. beef compared to our competitors. Perhaps it is more obvious that exporting more of
something is difficult when less is produced.

 Weekly U.S. beef production is averaging 1.5 percent below last year. USDA forecasts 2024 beef
production at 26.657 billion pounds or 1.4 percent lower year over year. USDA forecasts a 4.6 percent
decline in 2025 beef production. Most of the decline in current beef production comes from declines in
cow slaughter. However, as smaller calf crops and fewer heifers when herd expansion does begin, fed
cattle slaughter will decline significantly. So, domestic beef production will become one of the main
factors contributing to lower expected beef exports when herd expansion begins.

 USDA forecasts 2024 beef imports at 4.171 billion pounds or 11.9 percent higher than 2023 beef imports.
The USDA forecast for 2025 beef imports is 4.225 billion pounds and is 1.3 percent higher than the current
2024 forecast. The domestic ground beef market is the main driver of U.S. beef imports and is highly
correlated with the rate of domestic cow slaughter which is the other source of lean trim for ground beef.
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Corn disease update
Source:  Dr. Kiersten Wise
Date: 7/24/24

Southern Rust and Tar Spot have both been confirmed in a few counties across the state.

Southern rust:  For this year, corn at or past milk stage will likely not need an application to prevent yield loss.
We may see more confirmations over the next week or so as more people are scouting, but in general, corn
that has been sprayed at VT/R1 will be probably past R2 soon and will not need another application. There is
particular concern about our very late-planted corn. In most cases, farmers should wait to apply fungicide
until as close to VT/R1 as possible. Unless southern rust is confirmed in a pre-tassel field, we should try to wait
until VT to get the maximum benefit from the fungicide application. I advocate making these decisions about
pre-tassel applications for southern rust on a case-by-case basis. With current corn prices farmers will likely
not make money on fields that receive two fungicide applications, so we are trying to assess fungicide needs
for specific fields rather than blanket applications.

Tar Spot: A couple of key points to make about this confirmation:
These confirmations are likely the result of infections that occurred up to several weeks ago. The fungus that
causes tar spot has a long latent period and it can take several weeks to have symptoms appear, especially if
conditions are not optimal for disease development
Hot, humid weather will limit disease development and spread
A positive find of tar spot in a county does not mean that corn in surrounding counties, or even fields, will
need a fungicide application. We use positive finds to indicate that scouting is needed, but fungicide
applications are not mandatory.
If tar spot is confirmed in a field, a single fungicide application at VT-R2 is the recommended timing. If a field
has already been sprayed, it should continue to be scouted but is unlikely to need a respray unless our
weather conditions change. Once corn is into dough, it is unlikely to need a fungicide application. Late-
planted corn should be scouted and a decision to spray pre-tassel should be made on a case-by-case basis.
My colleagues to the north rarely advocate pre-tassel applications for tar spot.
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scout your crops with you to discuss what to do next.

Southern Rust

Tar Spot



Soybean disease update: Red Crown Rot
Source:  Dr. Carl Bradley

Red crown rot is a soybean disease that was first
confirmed in Kentucky in 2021 and first confirmed in
the neighboring state of Illinois in 2018. Historically, red
crown rot had been considered a disease that occurred
in states further south than Kentucky (i.e., Louisiana
and Mississippi). From measurements conducted
within a few Kentucky soybean fields in 2021, small
areas affected by red crown rot had grain yields that
were approximately 70% less than non-symptomatic
areas of these fields. Although the current distribution
of red crown rot in Kentucky appears to be limited, the
disease has the potential to cause major yield losses.

Symptoms of red crown rot can occur on leaves, lower
stems, and roots of soybean plants.

Red crown rot can be confused with other soybean
diseases, which can make diagnosis difficult. The most
accurate diagnosis requires a laboratory analysis, and
symptomatic soybean samples from Kentucky fields
can be submitted to the University of Kentucky Plant
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory through your local
Kentucky county Extension office. 
Potential look-alike diseases that have symptoms of
interveinal chlorosis/necrosis on soybean leaves include
sudden death syndrome (SDS), southern stem canker,
and brown stem rot. Of these three diseases, only SDS
and southern stem canker are currently known to occur
in Kentucky, while brown stem rot occurs further north
than Kentucky. Although these diseases have similar
leaf symptoms to red crown rot, red crown rot generally
can be distinguished by the reddish discoloration of
lower stems and roots. Observance of the red, spherical
perithecia on lower stems and roots is also distinctive to
plants affected by red crown rot.

For more information, you can find this extension publication here: chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://plantpathology.ca.
uky.edu/files/ppfs-ag-s-25.pdf
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Disease Management
Rotating to a non-host crop for 2 or more years may

help reduce inoculum levels of the red crown rot fungus
in the soil.

Treating soybean seeds with a fungicide seed
treatment that includes red crown rot on the label may
help protect against early infections by the red crown

rot fungus.
Planting soybeans when soil temperature is less than

77°F may help reduce infections by the red crown rot
fungus.

Management of soybean cyst nematode (SCN) may
help reduce potential interactions between SCN and
the red crown rot fungus, which have been shown to
have an antagonistic effect on soybean plants when

both are present.
 Currently, no commercial soybean varieties are

Additionally, no foliar fungicides include red crown
rot on their labels, and fungicides will not be effective

in managing red crown rot if applied

If you see anything like
this disease in your

field, call me and I will
come look at it with

you to collect a sample.

It has been confirmed
in Graves and Calloway

Counties so far.
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Event Calendar for
August 2024

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call
the office at 270-554-

9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky

.edu
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