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Postharvest Disease Losses in Fruit & Vegetable Crops  
(PPFS-GEN-24)  

 

Fruits and vegetables are often soft, perishable, and particularly susceptible to postharvest disease 
losses.  Postharvest diseases can begin with infections in the field, during harvest, or in 
storage.  Under moist or high humidity storage conditions, the infections can develop into molds, 
rots, or other decay. Even produce destined for fresh market can develop postharvest diseases 
during short-term storage.  

This newly developed fact sheet discusses the sources of infections in fields, during harvest, and in 
storage. Preventive management recommendations are provided for each situation. 
 

Postharvest Disease Losses 
in Fruit & Vegetable 
Crops (PPFS-GEN-24) is 
available online. 
For publications on fruit and 
vegetable diseases, visit the 
UK Plant Pathology Extension 
Publications webpage.  
 
https://
plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/
extension/publications 
 
 
By Cheryl Kaiser, Plant 
Pathology Extension 
Support, and Nicole 
Gauthier, Plant Pathology 
Extension Specialist  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-gen-24.pdf
http://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications
http://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications


 

Simple Pruning Tips For Your Fruit Trees During The Dormant Season 

 

Source: Delia Scott, Department of Horticulture Extension Associate  

 

All fruit trees must be pruned and trained to enhance fruit production, as the 
way the tree is shaped will impact fruit yield, fruit size and ripening. In 
Kentucky, the ideal time to prune fruit trees is in late winter or early spring.    

Both newly planted and mature fruit trees must be pruned to maintain size 
and shape. Here are some easy tips:  

 

• For young trees, pruning to a strong central leader with four to five lateral 
branches is most common.   

• Heading cuts can be done on mature trees to control the tree's height; 
thinning cuts can open up the canopy and maximize sunlight and airflow. 
For older, overgrown trees that need heavier pruning, removing up to 1/3 of 
the larger branches over several years will help rejuvenate the tree.   

• Pruning cuts should be made at the base of the branches, leaving a ¼” 
to ½” branch collar intact for proper healing. Dead and diseased shoots and 
limbs should be removed, as well as any shriveled or ‘mummy’ fruit 
remaining on the tree.   

• Sharp pruners or loppers should be used to ensure clean cuts. Sanitize 
the tool blades between each cut with rubbing alcohol or a 10% bleach 
solution so as not to spread any disease that may be present.   

 

For more information on pruning apple trees, visit the UK 
Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/
user/UKAgriculture.    

Pruning Central Leader Apple Trees (https://bit.ly/48VR31Q) 
discusses trees that are pruned to the classic pyramid or oval 
shape.  

Pruning Tall Spindle Apple Trees (https://
bit.ly/4bh85JA) focuses on the high-density 
supported training system with trees planted on 
dwarf rootstocks, producing a crop as little as a year 
after planting.   

For more information on horticulture success, 
contact your  McCracken County Extension office. 

Photos from pixabay.com 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FUKAgriculture&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382799810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FUKAgriculture&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382817360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FUKAgriculture&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382817360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DLqGhPMWqGak&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382833232%7CUnknown%7CTW
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F48VR31Q&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382849336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjA
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DGRUVSkXeJ40&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382863749%7CUnknown%7CTW
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4bh85JA&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382877839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjA
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4bh85JA&data=05%7C02%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C5e7413518152477d005608dc28b54f7c%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638430006382877839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjA




Kentucky State Horticultural Society Fruit Grower Orchard Meeting - March 7  
 
The Kentucky State Horticulture Society Fruit Grower Orchard Meeting will be held at Stepping Stone Farm Market in 
Paris, KY on Thursday, March 7. This meeting is open to all those interested or involved in fruit production. Speakers will 
include UK Extension Specialists as well as local growers and industry specialists. A tour of Stepping Stone Farm will 
also be given. Lunch is available at cost on-site; pre-registration is required. Please see the following agenda for more 
details. 

 

Thursday, March 7 
Fruit Grower Orchard Meeting at Stepping Stone Farm – Reed Valley Orchard 
Meeting will be held at Stepping Stone Farm Market 
Hosted by Brandon Barnett and Dana Reed 
1674 Cynthiana Rd. 
Paris, KY 40361 
Orchard Website: https://www.steppingstonefarmky.com/  

  

Program 
All times EDT 
10:00 a.m.       Registration 
10:15 a.m.       Tour of Stepping Stone Farm – Brandon Barnett and Dana 
Reed 
11:30 a.m.       Rust Diseases of Apple and Pear – Nicole Gauthier 
12:00 p.m.       Lunch will be available at cost for those who preregister. 
 

Please preregister for lunch to ensure that there is enough!  Contact Delia Scott (delia.scott@uky.edu or                 
859-257-8605) by Tuesday, March 5 
 
12:30 p.m.      When Secondary Pests are Your Primary Concern – Ric Bessin  
1:00 p.m.       Topics in Tree Fruit Production in 2024– Brent Arnoldussen  
1:30 p.m.       Drone Demonstration for Pesticide Application – Taylor Marret  
2:00 p.m.       Grower Round Table Discussion – Kevan Evans 

By Delia Scott, Horticulture Extension Associate  
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https://www.steppingstonefarmky.com/
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2024 IPM Training School March 18  

The 2024 Integrated Pest Management Training School meeting will take place on March 18. This year, the 
event will be held at the Warren County Extension Office, Bowling Green, KY.  Several University of Kentucky 
Extension specialists and associates will discuss diverse topics on field crops, horticulture, and wildlife 
management in agricultural settings.  

This event offers CEUs to pesticide applicators and certified crop advisers. Pesticide applicators will receive 4 
and 3 CEUs for Category 1A when attending morning and afternoon sessions, respectively. Certified crop 
advisers will receive CEUs for soil and water management (1), IPM (2) and crop management (1) for the 
morning session. The afternoon program offers 2 CEUs for IPM and 1 CEU for crop management. 

 

Registration for either morning or afternoon session is required to attend in person or online. Online 
registration is available at the UKREC website on the event tab here.  https://uky.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZMufu2orDgtEtEWNfBtYMlujpYFVBnqL_BT#/registration 

 

By Zenaida Viloria, Entomology Research Analyst  
 

 

https://uky.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMufu2orDgtEtEWNfBtYMlujpYFVBnqL_BT
https://uky.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMufu2orDgtEtEWNfBtYMlujpYFVBnqL_BT#/registration







