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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.

Agent Update
Happy New Year everyone! I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year filled with joy, love, and blessings! I can’t believe it
is already 2025, but I am hoping to start off the year strong!
Last month I had the opportunity to partner with the MCHS Ag
Department to teach a 3-day class series about Beef Quality Care and
Assurance (BQCA). This certification program teaches about proper
handling and care of beef cattle. This 3-day class allowed for 55 MCHS
students become certified and career ready!
I had the chance to work with the other extension agents in my office to
help host our Morning with Mrs. Claus event. This event was open to
families to bring their children to a free, hands-on activity day here at
the extension office including a visit with Mrs. Claus (as pictured
above)!
In the beginning of the month I was fortunate to attend the Annual
Kentucky Farm Bureau Conference in Louisville. This 3-day conference
gave me the opportunity to learn more about and network with our
Farm Bureau and what all it has to offer the state of Kentucky and
McCracken County. I received additional training pertaining to my job
as the residing Ag and Natural Resources Extension Agent for the
county.
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Future Events:

The upcoming events
closest to now 

are listed under the 
Livestock and 

Row Crops/Forages 
event pages.



Four Questions the 2025 Cattle Market Will Need to Answer
By: Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky
Date: 1/6/2025

 Trends are always difficult to ascertain coming out of holiday periods as many markets are closed and
volumes tend to be pretty light, but cattle prices have started 2025 very strong. While questions exist on
the demand side, tight cattle supplies will remain the primary driver in the new year and should continue
to support prices. And as always, weather will have a significant impact on feed and forage availably and
cattle marketing patterns. As I write the first Cattle Market Notes Weekly article of the year, I wanted to
discuss four questions that I think will be important for the 2025 cattle market to answer.

Will we start to see significant heifer retention? – This question has been circulating for the better part
of the last two years. There are a lot of reasons why retention has been delayed including weather,
production costs and interest rates. But market conditions should be very favorable again and I do think
heifer retention could be seen in 2025 if weather cooperates. When heifer retention does pick up, it will
further tighten supplies of cattle as those females are held out of the marketing system. This will be the
first stage of growing this cowherd, which is currently at a 60+ year low.

Can slaughter weights keep increasing? – Most analysts are forecasting beef production to be lower in
2025. These forecasts are based on continued decreases in cattle numbers and the potential for
decreased female harvest in response to high prices. In truth, I could have written this exact same thing
last year. But with cattle supplies tight, beef prices high and feed prices relatively low, cattle were fed
longer and taken to higher weights. This increase in pounds largely offset the decrease in female
slaughter and resulted in steady beef production levels for 2024. I will readily admit that I don’t know
how much further weights can be pushed, if at all, but those same factors are largely at play again this
year. So, I will be watching harvest weight trends very closely.

Will we see greater than expected growth in pork and poultry production? – Holding everything else
constant, lower feed prices increase returns across all livestock species and lead to greater production
levels. And production levels of competing meats do impact beef and cattle prices. Recent increases in
pork production have been driven almost entirely by productivity, rather than increases in breeding
inventory, and increases in broiler production have been running around the long run trend rate. I just
point this out because production increases can occur much faster in the hog sector than the cattle
sector, and faster still in the poultry sector. While there aren’t many indications of expansion in other
species currently, this was a factor in 2015, and I think it bears watching in 2025. It is important to
remember that beef supplies are not the only factor that impacts beef prices. All proteins compete in
the meat case.

What will be the impact of any changes in trade policy? – Trade has been a major topic of discussion
recently and I doubt that will change in 2025. Beef exports have been lower in recent years due to tight
domestic supplies and high prices, but the US still exported the equivalent of roughly 11% of production
last year. In the past, retaliatory tariffs have impacted beef and cattle prices, so it bears watching going
forward. It is also important to remember that the nature of beef trade very much depends on the
trading partner. For example, we export a lot of beef to Mexico and Canada, but we are also a significant
import market for those two countries. And while trade discussions typically focus on beef, a significant
number of live cattle enter the US from Mexico and Canada each year. Conversely, over half of US beef
exports go to Japan, South Korea and China, but those are almost exclusively export markets. The
uniqueness of each of these trading relationships makes discussion of trade impacts very complex and
something that will be interesting to follow this year.
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A New Tool to Help with Corn Fungicide 
Decisions in 2025 
Source:  Dr. Kiersten Wise,  
UK Extension Plant Pathologist
Date: 12/13/2024
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The tool, built in collaboration with the Crop Protection Network and the University of Wisconsin
Madison Data Science Institute, has over 1,100 data points and multiple Kentucky trials

incorporated into the data set used for analysis. Southern rust and tar spot were prominent
diseases in many of the trials included in the data set, which also increases the relevancy to

Kentucky farmers, as these are diseases that can be economically important in Kentucky. The
tool can be customized to reflect the user’s expected yield, contracted or expected corn pricing,
and actual fungicide costs from retailers or industry representatives. These customized numbers

are used to calculate real estimates of ROI and the breakeven probability of specific products
and expected yields, based on robust fungicide data sets. Results are based on a single fungicide
application that occurs at tasseling/silking (VT/R1). The calculator will be updated annually with

additional University data sets, improving its prediction accuracy and relevance over a broad
geography. For questions on the calculator, contact Kiersten Wise, Extension Plant Pathologist at

Kiersten.wise@uky.edu. Figure 2. Example ROI calculated for an expected yield of 200 bushels
per acre and an expected commodity sale price of $4/bushel at a range of default fungicide

prices.

Farmers and other stakeholders have a new
resource to help them make fungicide input

decisions in corn. The interactive Corn
Fungicide ROI Calculator is available through

the Crop Protection Network website,
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/fungicide-

roi-calculator. This calculator uses multiple
years of University corn fungicide datasets from
across 19 U.S. states and Ontario Canada to help

predict the probability of a positive return on
investment (ROI) for a range of fungicide

products and economic scenarios in corn.

Figure 1.

Figure 2.
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Interested in taking soil samples before this growing season begins?

Contact me via email at gracey.moffitt@uky.edu or by calling the office
at 270-554-9520 and we can get you hooked up.
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Event Calendar for
January 2025

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call
the office at 270-554-

9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky

.edu
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